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FOREWORD 



Providing educational and vocational opportunities to all adults 
la the baaic objective of the Adult Division of Modesto Junior College. 

A study aade of the characteristics of the adult students enrolled in 
our program in February of 1962 revealed that only a significantly 
small percentage of the citizens who resided in the lower socio- 
economic areas of the community were actively participating. 

In order to plan a program of continuing education to meet the 
needs of this important and growing segment of our citizenry, it was 
determined that an analysis should be made of the characteristics and 
needs of the unemployed and undereducated adults of our community. 

This report contains the results of this study. Program planning based 

upon these results is now underway. 

Recognition for the completion and excellence of the study must 
go to Dr. Patricia Hertert, Curriculum Assistant. Without her foresight 
and able leadership this study could not have been completed. 



Harvey B. Rhodes, Dean 
Division of Adult Education 
Modesto Junior College 



PREFACE 



Since the completion of the initial study which formed the basis 
for the report. Adult Education Program Plan for Low Income Groups in 
Modesto in the Spring of 1962, additional information has become avail- 
able which has a direct bearing on the problem. The work of various 
community groups and agencies such as the Automation Committee of the 
Forward Modesto Committee, the Education Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Department of Welfare, the Department of Employment, and 
the drop out studies of the Modesto City Schools touches upon the 
various facets of the problems facing low income groups and the agen- 
cies which work with them. For this reason, the staff of the Adult 
Division decided to update and revise sections of the previous report 
to include the more recent pertinent information as well as to report 
the progress being made toward implementing the various proposals. 

The reader will note that the added information does not change the 
findings and implications of the original report but rather substan- 
tiates them even further. 

PATRICIA C. HERTERT 
Curriculum Assistant 
Modesto Junior College 
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INTRODUCTION 



Throughout the nation the problem of providing suitable educa- 
tional offerings for adults of limited educational background is being 
given serious attention by government agencies, employers, educators, 
and citizens. Automation and its by-products of unemployment and 
lack of adequate employable skills, the tremendous population growth 
in Stanislaus and surrounding counties, the emphasis on agriculturally 
oriented industries, the lack of demand occupations, .and finally, 
the requirements of the nation in these modem times make the necessity 
for providing opportunities for continuing learning and up-grading 
imperative for all segments of the community. More and more, adults 
are finding themselves to have limited employable skills because of 
lack of education, confused occupational interests, or changing occu- 
pational patterns, and the effects of automation on the job market. 

This group is finding it increasingly difficult to secure and maintain 
steady employment. Because of the limited jobs available in year- 
round industry and changes in the agricultural and processing labor 
force in the Modesto area, it is anticipated that the problem in this 
area will grow more and more acute. 

It is the philosophy of staff members of the Adult Division that 
the division has the responsibility of providing opportunities for 
continuing education to all segments of the population within its 
sphere of influence regardless of their educational background. The 
organization of a program to meet these needs cannot be left to chance, 
but must be based upon the realities which exist within the local 
community. Those persons who make up the low income groups cannot be 
expected to fit themselves into the existing adult education or day 
school program. Rather, efforts must be made to "examine the nature of 
the educational problems faced by these persons and this community, to 
determine feasibility of program development in terms of human values, 
employable skills, community development, and to develop a program 
designed to give individuals the opportunity to overcome these problems. 
Only then can some progress by made in up-grading this segment of the 
population so that they can made a contribution to the community rather 
than being a drain upon it. 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

The original report sought to: 

- determine the characteristics of the low income groups found in 
the Modesto area and to propose an educational program based on 
the implications of these characteristics. 

- assess existing resources for an immediate educational attack on 
the problem. 

- develop a projected program of adult education classes for low 
income groups in Modesto. 

In addition to these original objectives, this revised report will 
up-date findings of the study and describe the steps presently being 
taken toward implementing the various proposals made in the original 

study. 




1 



